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On Friday 7/26/2024 Polson’s B & C canals will be shut down for an emergency
maintenance assessment due to extensive flooding in the residential area.

Flathead Indian Irrigation needs to assess the situation and does not have an
Employee Highlight:

expected turn-on date. If you have any questions, please call the office at

Chlia Ay i el L 406.745.2661 or Koshon LaCounte the North Division Water Master at

Irrigation System Operator 406.531.4108
Chuck Page started in early

July. Although the Hot Also, unpaid property taxes in the North division will result in water service

Springs irrigation season is disconnection until taxes are fully paid. The pending South Division list will also

nearing Chuck will be lead to disconnection for uncollected payments once the list is finalized.

available and helping the

rest of the Camas team In the past, Flathead Irrigation allowed "non-project water users" to enroll in a

complete systems tasks! Lawn & Garden service contract. This service enabled residential property
owners with less than 2 acres to receive water delivery for their lawn and
garden needs. Unfortunately, non-project users will no longer be authorized to
receive irrigation water for lawn and garden purposes. Please revert to using

well or city water for your lawn and garden needs.



Irrigation Coverage

As the irrigation continues, we want to provide water users with information
about the project design to better help them understand the magnitude of the

irrigation project.

“Irrigation system delivers water to approximately 127,000 acres of irrigated
land through nearly 1,300 miles of canals and laterals. There are about 10,000
structures, which include 17 dams and storage reservoirs with a combined
capacity of about 160,500 acre-feet. Additionally, 3 major pumping facilities

help to supplement water supplies in portions of the FIIP.

Almost all available water is used each year to meet irrigation demand and
instream flow requirements. However, in the Camas Division (Little Bitterroot),
the system operates most years on about a 3-year program of carryover and
use. In the case of the Pablo Reservoir, about 12,000 acre-feet of storage is

carried over to begin the next season's irrigation.

The annual supply of irrigation water in the Mission Valley is usually insufficient
to meet the consumptive use requirements of the crops for maximum yield.
The quota is based on snowpack, seasonal precipitation, and summer

temperatures.

FIIP consists of four management divisions: the Jocko Division (about 11,000
irrigated acres), the Camas Division (about 13,000 irrigated acres), the North
Division (about 52,000 irrigated acres), and the South Division (about 52,000
irrigated acres). Each division operates somewhat differently, although
operations in each division provide for equitable distribution of the available

irrigation.”- o&m 2008

Non-Authorized Users

FIIP will not only continue
maintaining the ditches but will
thoroughly inspect them for any
unauthorized connections. If a FIIP
employee discovers any illegal
hookups, they will immediately
disconnect the water delivery
point, pump, or system without
warning and mark the area. If non-
users reactivate the irrigation
system, FIIP will disconnect it and
report the issue to the Sheriff's
office.

The mission of FIIP is to ensure
that available irrigation water is
delivered fairly and equitably to all
acres served, this tailors to O&M
taxpayers and assorted tribally
allotted land. FIIP must serve the
water users who are connected to
the project.

Again, any unauthorized
construction or installed structures,
pumps, and pipelines will be
considered theft, trespassing, and
tampering with federal property
and will be subject to State, Local,
and Federal charges.



Water users, if you
want to get involved or
attend your
district meetings:

Mission and Jocko
meetings happen
every 2" Tuesday
of the month at the
Joint Board building
in St. Ignatius at
1:00 p.m.

Flathead District
meeting is every 41"
Wednesday of the
month in Ronan at

the Lake County

Community
Development
conference room at
1:00 p.m.

Irrigated Allotments

“The Flathead Reservation was established by the Treaty of July 16, 1855. The Act of 1904
authorized the establishment of an irrigation project for the benefit of the Indians on the
Flathead Indian Reservation. The Acts of 1907 and April 30, 1908, authorized preliminary
surveys, plans, and estimates for an irrigation system to irrigate allotted lands of the Flathead

Reservation.

Subsequent acts provided appropriations to continue the construction of the irrigation and
power systems. During early project construction, many difficulties were encountered
because of the existence of privately owned and operated ditches previously constructed.
To resolve some of these questions, a commission was formed to review individual cases
and make recommendations. This commission determined which lands had water rights
before the formation of the FIIP. These water rights later became known as Secretarial Water
Rights (SWR). The Secretary of the Interior approved all reports submitted by the
commission. The overall result was that “Secretarial Water Rights” were recognized, thus
satisfying the contending landowners and allowing project construction to proceed. There
are approximately 6,000 acres of Secretarial water filing within the project. These lands
generally obtain water through their own private diversions and canal systems. There are

instances, however, in which delivery is made from the project system.

The FIIP has about 127,000 irrigable acres, with approximately 114,700 acres non-Indian
owned and 12,000 Indian owned, or about 90 percent fee and 10 percent Trust. There are

approximately 5,000 tracts of land in the FIIP.

The FIIP includes three irrigation districts formed under State Law: Jocko, Mission, and
Flathead. In addition, land can be Trust, Non-District, and District acres for billing purposes.
There are three classifications of acres: Class 1 acres are presently assessable, Class 3
acres are temporarily nonassessable (TNA), and Class 4 acres are permanently

nonassessable.
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