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Dear Wateruser,

It'searlyMarchandanQtheriingation_seasonisnghtaroundthecomer.Wew_ouldliketoremindyouofsome
operationalregulatiousandgurdelinesunderwhichtheBureanoflndianAffairsq3IA)Flatheadlndianlmgation
Project¢IIP)operates.Whilethefollowingisnotacompletelist,understandingandfonowingthesekey
regulations and guidelmes can help ensure we all experience a productIve imgation season.

Project Water Ouotas

ItisthegoaloftheFIIPtodeliveravailablewaterfori]rigationinafairandequitablemanneracrossallacresserved
inaccordancewiththeregulatious.Tohelpaccomplishthis,theFIIPhashistoricallyimplelnentedtheuseofawater
quotasystem.Theprojectedwaterquotasarethetotalvolumeofwaterestimatedtobedeliveredtoyouduringthe
imgationseason.Weaccountforthewaterdeliveredbyvolime;inunitsofacre-feet(1acre-footofwateristhe
amount of water to cover 1 acre 1-foot deep).

Thequotaamountiscalculatedbaseduponthevolunreofwaterstoredinourreservoirs,plusaprQis£±iQ±ofwater
volume from snowmelt and runoff from spring and summer rains in the drainage basins.  The allocation of this
estimatedtotalwatersupplyiscalculatedfordistnbutiontoyourimgablelandsonaper-aclebasis.Pleasekeepin
mind that there are numerous vanable (and uncontrollable) factors tliat could alter the quota projectious.  One
importantvanableiswhetherornotwereceivetheprojectedprecipitationintheupcomingmonths.

WaterquotasarecalculatedandiinplementedeveryyearfortheMissionValleyandtheCamas(Lonepine)imgation
areas.AwaterquotamaybeimplementedintheJockoValleydependingupontherunoff.Waterquotaswillbe
made available as soon as possible.

Water Orders

Wewouldrie-toremindyouthatre±±±te-2±±s!:E±aLe_rpriortoddiv:z9E!.Pleasedonottakewaterwithout
ordering it first. You may place water orders in a few ways:

1.     Call your Irrigation System Operator a)itch Rider) directly on their work cell phone. If you do not know
your Ditch Rider please call the Main Offroe.

2.     Call your respective Division field offroe. Leave a message if necessary. The field office numbers are: St.
Ignatiu§MainOffice(406)745-2661;CamasOffice(406)741-2945;andJockoOffice(406)726-3251.

3.     If you camot contact your Ditch Rider, please call the supervisory Imgation system operator
(Watermaster) at (406) 531-9575.

Whenordermgwaterpleaseprovideyourfuulegalnane,thelandownernane(if different),thelandTractnunber,
thetlmeanddateyouwanttheservice,howlongyouwanttheservice,andtherateofwaterflowyouwant(if
available).IfyoudonotknowyourlandTractnunber(s)pleasecallthemainofEceforassistonce.



Please note that you are required to provide us with at least 48 hour notice for all water delivery turn-ons and at least
24 how notice for all water delivery shut off§. Water deliveries will not be scheduled to start or stop cin Saturdays,
Sundays, or Federal Holidays.

Tumc)ut & Check Structures

All water delivery turnout operations (opening, closing, and a4justinD and all adjustrnents of check boards shall be
done solely by the Ditch Rider or under his specific direction.  This is one of the most important items of the project
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on the water delivery system and ultimately to downstream watenisers.

Waterwav Obstn]ctions and Canal Roads
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costs. Please note, we may remove any obstruction without notice because of an emergency we have identified.
Cattle fences should be removed from canals prior to nmning water and gates across canal bank roads must be kept
open and unlocked throughout the irrigation season.

Prudent Use of water:

Please apply and manage your Irrigation water for authorized uses and do not allow it to be wasted. You are
responsible for your wastewater.  Water running uncontrolled from your field outo neighboring properties or
roadways may be shut off by your Ditch Rider.

It is your respousibility to maintain your own farm ditch.

Special Use Pemds

You are required to obtain an approved "Special Use Pemrit" prior to the placement of culverts, overland or buried
pipelinesfoowerlmesj fences, gates, cattle guards, and any other structures across irrigation canal/lateral righfrof-
ways.  A Special Use Permit is a iwhtten agreement between you and the BIA-FIIP. Your Ditch Rider can provide
you a pemit application upon request or direct you to the Main Office for assistance. Please submit the completed
fom to the Watemaster or the main office in St. Ignatius.

I)elinqureut Operation and Maintenance

If you have a delinquent Operation and Maintenance bill water will not be delivered to you until that bill is settled.
~_~For irigatorswhose-billsure paidfoy yourirrigationrdistflctsapleasehefldvised-that-itis yourdistrict' s obligation to --~-~   -

pay the full amount of your assessnient on your behalf, or you will not receive water. Users on gravity lines may not
irrigate or use v`rater for stock if someone on the line is deHnquent, these lines will be tuned off if violations persist.

We would like to thank you for your cooperation and look forward to the start of the new indgaticin season. If you
have any questions, please call the Main Office (406) 745-2661.
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